CHAPTER  XVIII EDUCATION
THE subject of education is one to which I have been led to give considerable attention during the whole of my service. The District Magistrate m the Central Provinces was m the old days directly responsible to the Inspector-General of Education for the primaiy education of his District, and he was also expected to take a very active interest in the higher forms of education. He was assisted in this by any of his subordinates whom he chose to place specially in charge of that department of work, and also by an Indian officer called a District Inspector, who was in charge of the primary schools. The system worked well
No doubt in regard to higher education the department ought to be held primarily responsible, though here also the Executive officers of Government ought to render all assistance possible; but in regard to primary education nothing can compensate for a lack of interest or a want of sense of responsibility on the part of the District Officer, In the hisher schools there are pupils, the majority of whose parents have begun to attach considerable importance to the education of their sons, and will take an interest in pushing them forward; but if the primary schools are to be well attended the great majority of the pupils will be children whose parents require to be persuaded to send them. My opinion is that in view of the circumstances of the Central Provinces and the condition of its peoples, education is far more efficient there than in perhaps any other Province in India, and I think that this is
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